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political parties have been consequently taking undue advantage of this position and
have been ceaselessly trying to decry It. It must, however, be admitted that we are
ourselves to be blamed for this, because we have failed to set our house In order.
We bave failed to open branches and offic es in smaller towns and villages. We have
failed to reach the masses and take them into confidence. Naturally, others who are
more vocal and agile, have stolen a march over us. It is high time, therefore, that
we should bestir ourselves and take up the work of organising our party Immediately,
Unless we reach the masses, there is hardly any hope of a prosp erous career for
our party in the new regime."
After referring to the new Government of India Act, and the Niemeyer Award, Mr.
Sirdar said, uProbably one of the most burning topics of the day Is the extreme poverty
of the masses ans the question ;how to cure it'. This problem has been agitating the
mifid of every individual and every party in the country and the Liberals will be
failing in their duty if they do not give serious consideration to it. No authority is
necessary to prove the extreme poverty of our country side.
^Xhere can be no mistake that it is these   circumstances   which   have given birth
to impatient, radical preachings in the    country   recently.   Revolutionary   ideas from
Eossia are being Imported and   the   overthrow   of   the present social structure, with
all Its privileges and vested interests, Is being aimed at.   Nothing can   be more tragic
than the success of such revolutionary ideas in   this   country.   India is neither ready
for a system of Socialism, or would   it   be   possible   or   feasible   to   engraft such an
alien system successfully here.   Moreover,   it   Is   sheer   folly   to create class-hatred,
when utmost unity is required to extract the fullest political power from the hands of
the Britishers.   The socialistic preachings, therefore, at this time are most ^Importune.
But this does not mean that the problem of rural poverty and Indebtedness can brook
delav.   It   must   be   tackled   immediately.   Ihe   Government has taken up the rural
splift work recently and has been   showing   genuine   sympathy   for the uplift of the
masses   in   various   ways.   Constant   and   sustained   effort _ both on the part of the
Government and non-official agencies,   is needed.   Closely  allied  with the problem of
poverty, is the   problem   of   how   to   reduce   the   enormous  rural, debt.   No useful
piarpose will be served by talking   of   repudiating   it.   It must be reduced by legisla-
tive measures.   The   Debt   Conciliation   Boards, which   are now being tried all  over
country, will undoubtedly serve a useful   purpose   and it is to be hoped that our
Boe also will establish such boards at the earliest possible time.
It is manifest to every one   that   the   p olitical discontent Is the result of growing
ee&fiCB&ie distress.   The   poverty   of   the   masses,   the   depression in trade and the
growing unemployment among the educated have   all   been contributing to the acute-
B688 of the economic problem.   It   Is,   therefore,   necessary that measures should be
adopted to Increase the national wealth by rapid industrialisation and proper economic
planning.   The   Liberal   party   should,   therefore,   be   able to   formulate   a   definite
programme of work before they go to the polls early nest year*
The Presidential Address
Presiding over the Conference Sir Coicasji Jehangir, in the course of his speech,
said :~
m "In his autobiography, the Congress President has described us as follows : ''Over
trivial and unimportant matters, they grow quite excited and there is an amazing
amount of houla and shouting." One would have imagined that he was describing
Mmself and his party organisation ; for, they meet oftener than we do and on more
than one occasion, after discussions lasting two or three days, they have produced a
e of resolutions which evade a decision on the main issues. There cannot be
sig&test doubt that since the Pandit took over the helm of affairs of the
a few months ago there have been fundamental changes In the political
e* The differences between us were well defined and were known to all
t an interest in political affairs. The Congress upholds the banner of
independence. What that exactly means is very difficult to explain, as it has been
defined in_different ways by several of the leaders amongst them,
"We did not hide our disagreement with the non-co-operation and civil disobedience
xaoTOBaeats, We warned our countrymen of the unnecessary suffering they were
undergoing and the harm they were doing by the disorganisation they were creating,
specially m the City of Bombay. Nobody can assert that these movements met with
any success. The failure has given cause for serious reflection to those who toofc
part m them. Baring those critical three years India's cause lost ground considerably,
greatly due to the policy and methods of the Congress. Congressmen will never admit